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Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 to 13 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

2. Please note that claim 1 , is rejected under 35 USC 1 02b and 35 USC 1 03a. 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Regarding claim 1 , the phrase "operable to" renders the claim indefinite because 
it is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed 
invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Satoh (EP 
0881 587 A2). 

Consider claim 1 , Satoh discloses a terminal device for transmitting and receiving 
mails (see Satoh, fig. 1 item 15, fig. 2 item 220), comprising: a mail receiving unit (see 
Satoh, fig. 2 item 220); a judging unit operable to judge whether a command 
declaration is included in a received mail (see Satoh, fig. 1 item 1, fig. 9 item 413, 
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page 10 lines 46 to 47); a command interpreting unit operable to extract and interpret a 
specific command following the command declaration if the judgment of the judging unit 
is affirmative (see Satoh, fig. 1 item 1, fig. 9 item 413, page 10 lines 46 to 47, page 
11 lines 4 to 33); a creating unit operable to create, if the specific command is 
interpreted as target list creation, a list of corresponding targets in memory of the 
terminal device (see Satoh, page 10 lines 49 to 57, fig. 8 items 300-330); and a mail 
transmitting unit operable to create and transmit a mail having confirmation of the 
executed commands as a mail body and addressed to the requester (see Satoh, fig. 8, 
discloses an email request, item 300, and the subsequent response, item 330, 
with the target list). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-7, 9-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
L'Heureux (US 6,697,942 B1 ) (hereafter "Heureux") in view of Satoh (EP 0881 587 A2). 

Consider claim 1, Heureux discloses a terminal device for transmitting and 
receiving mails (see Heureux, fig. 1 items 110, 150, Col 4 lines 53 to 60, Col 5 lines 
2 to 1, Col 6 lines 39 to 43), comprising: a mail receiving unit (see Heureux, Col 5 
lines 25 to 39, fig. 3); a judging unit operable to judge whether a command declaration 
is included in a received mail (see Heureux, Col 8 lines 4 to 6); a command 
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interpreting unit operable to extract and interpret a specific command following the 
command declaration if the judgment of the judging unit is affirmative (see Heureux, 
Col 8 lines 5 to 14); a creating unit operable to create, if the specific command is 
interpreted as target list creation, a list of corresponding targets in memory of the 
terminal device (see Heureux, fig. 8, Col 10 lines 51 to 67, creating a list of new 
address entries); and a mail transmitting unit operable to create and transmit a mail 
having confirmation of the executed commands as a mail body and addressed to the 
requester (see Heureux, fig. 2 item 230, Col 8 lines 45 to 50). 

Heureux does not specifically disclose the created list as a mail main body and 
addressed to a requester. 

Satoh discloses the created list as a mail main body and addressed to a 
requester (see Satoh, fig. 8, discloses an email request, item 300, and the 
subsequent response, item 330, with the target list). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Heureux by changing the email confirmation response to include the 
created list as a mail main body and addressed to a requester, as taught by Satoh, 
thereby providing the user with broader control of remote operations (see Satoh, page 
2, lines 39 to 57). 

Consider claim 2, the terminal device of claim 1, further comprising: a comparing 
unit operable to detect, if a password accompanies the command declaration and the 
judgment of the judging unit is affirmative, the password, and compare the password 
with a password owned by the terminal device; and an authorizing unit operable to 
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authorize the extraction and interpretation of the specific command if the passwords 
match each other (see Heureux, Col 7 lines 60 to 67, Col 12 lines 56 to 60, Col 13 
lines 4 to 15). 

Consider claim 3, the terminal device of claim 1, wherein the command 
declaration is a unique character string different from a mail text, and the specific 
command is a line of code including a storage location of the targets, a type of the 
targets, and a process to be performed (see Heureux, fig. 4 item 410, 450, 460, fig. 8, 
9) 

Consider claim 4, the terminal device of claim 3, wherein the targets are received 
mails, transmitted mails, schedules of events, images, telephone numbers, received 
voice calls, or transmitted voice calls (see Heureux, fig. 8, 9). 

Consider claim 5, the terminal device of claim 1, Heureux does not specifically 
discloses wherein if a specific command transmitted by the requestor after the requestor 
checks the list of the mail is a request of transmitting a specific item in the list, the 
specific item is read from the memory, and a mail having the read specific item as a 
mail main body and addressed to the requestor is created and transmitted. 

Satoh discloses if a specific command transmitted by the requestor after the 
requestor checks the list of the mail is a request of transmitting a specific item in the list, 
the specific item is read from the memory, and a mail having the read specific item as a 
mail main body and addressed to the requestor is created and transmitted (see Satoh, 
fig. 8, item 300 discloses a request for a list stored in a specific memory location, 
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item 310 "C:YSALESYREPORT1 .TXT", which is then transmitted backed to the 
requestor in the main body of email as shown in item 330). 

Motivation for combining was shown in claim 1 . 

Consider claim 6, the terminal device of claim 1 , wherein if a specific command 
transmitted by the requestor after the requestor checks the list of the mail is a request of 
deleting a specific item in the list, the specific item is deleted from the memory (see 
Heureux, fig. 8 item "add/change entry in address book"). 

Consider claim 7, the terminal device of claim 6, wherein a mail having a main 
body which indicates completion of the deletion and addressed to the requestor is 
created and transmitted (see Heureux, Col 8 lines 42 to 53). 

Consider claim 9, the terminal device of claim 1, wherein if the targets are 
schedules of events, a date, a time, and an icon indicating a type of an event are 
displayed in the list, with respect to each of the schedules of events (examiner takes 
official notice that providing event time, date and image of an event was well 
known at the time of the invention). 

Consider claim 10, the terminal device of claim 1, wherein if the targets are 
images, a shooting date, a title, an address in which an image is stored are displayed in 
the list, with respect to each of the images (examiner takes official notice that 
providing image time, title, and storage location of an image was well known at 
the time of the invention). 
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Consider claim 11, the terminal device of claim 1, being a mobile phone (see 
Heureux, Col 14 lines 56 to 63, discloses the target may be any terminal device 
with a CPU). 

Consider claim 12, the terminal device of claim 2, wherein the command 
declaration is a unique character string different from a mail text, and the specific 
command is a line of code including a storage location of the targets, a type of the 
targets, and a process to be performed (see Heureux, fig. 8,9). 

Consider claim 13, the terminal device of claim 12, wherein the targets are 
received mails, transmitted mails, schedules of events, images, telephone numbers, 
received voice calls, or transmitted voice calls (see Heureux, fig. 8, 9). 
6. Claim 8 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over L'Heureux 
(US 6,697,942 B1) (hereafter "Heureux") in view of Satoh (EP 0881 587 A2) further in 
view of Day (US 2003/0224760 A1 ). 

Consider claim 8, the terminal device of claim 1 , the combination of Heureux and 
Satoh do not specifically disclose if the targets are received mails, at least a sender, a 
received date, and a subject are displayed in the list, with respect to each of the 
received mails. 

Day discloses if the targets are received mails, at least a sender, a received date, 
and a subject are displayed in the list, with respect to each of the received mails (see 
Day, paragraphs [0037-0039], discloses providing a list with the sender, received 
date and subject with respect to each received email). 
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Providing a list of received emails, with the associated sender, subject and date 
was a well known technique at the time of the invention, therefore it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Heureux 
and Satoh by adding details of received emails to the list of retrieved files, as taught by 
Day, thereby allowing greater user flexibility (see Day, paragraph [0005]). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to VLADIMIR MAGLOIRE whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5144. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday, 8:00 
AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nick Corsaro can be reached on 571-272-7876. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2617 Examiner, Art Unit 2617 6/24/09 



